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Saga Snorra Snorri’s saga

Snorrastofa i Reykholti stendur fyrir syningunni Saga Snorra.

A syningunni er midlad 7 mali og myndum af avi Snorra Sturlu-
sonar (1179-1241), umhverfi og samtid hans. Starfsfélk Snorra-
stofu veitir frekari upplysingar og leidsogn.

Snorrastofa in Reykholt is responsible for this exhibition and
the staff of the institution offers both information and guidance.
The life of Snorri Sturluson (1179-1241), his environment and
his time period are discussed both in text and images in this
exhibition.



Um syninguna

A syningunni standa spjaldtélvur syningargestum til boda. bar
er syningarefnid og itarupplysingar af ymsum toga & nokkrum
tungumalum. Hljodleidsogn er a islensku og ensku.

Syninguna unnu af halfu Snorrastofu:

Hofundur Oskar Gudmundsson
Honnun syningar
Birna Geirfinnsdottir & L6a Audunsdottir
Stjorn og samhafing

Jonina Eiriksdéttir
Teikning og hdnnun
Sigridur Kristinsdottir

(tskurdarmeistari Bjarte Aarseth

Listmalari Hallur Karl Hinriksson
Ljosameistari Pall Ragnarsson
Radgjof Bergur borgeirsson, Dagny

Emilsdottir, Geir Waage, Sigrin Pormar,
Evy Beate Tveter

Ljésmyndari
Gudlaugur Oskarsson
Adstod vegna pjéodminja
Gudrin Sveinbjarnardéttir og
starfsfolk Pjodminjasafns Islands

Framleidsla og uppsetning
Velmerkt ehf.
Smidi og handverk
Einar Gudmundsson, Sigurdur Arni
Magnisson, Snorri Kristleifsson, Stefan
Olafsson, Tryggvi Konradsson

Raflagnir Rafpjonusta Sigurdors ehf.



Fornminjar og Artefacts and
glaesileiki elegance

Ymsar fornar minjar  landslaginu vitna um pann glasileika sem
stafadi fra Snorra Sturlusyni a velmektararum hans 1 Reykholti.
Sumar komu 1 ljés vid fornleifarannsoknir a 20. 6ld og renna
stodum undir frasagnir af umsvifum Snorra og menningarrétum.
Sama ma segja um nokkur brot dr gripum fra 12. og 13. 6ld

sem fundist hafa vid fornleifarannsdoknir i byrjun 21. aldar.

A syningunni eru nokkur af pessum forvitnilegu brotum dr
uppgreftinum. Pau eru til vitnis um fagad liferni stadarbia og
fiolpjodleg tengsl peirra. Hvadeina vitnar petta um evropskt
menningarumhverfi Snorra Sturlusonar.

Various old relics in the landscape bear witness to the elegance
of Snorri Sturluson during his prime years in Reykholt. Some

of them have come to light through archaeological research in
the 20th century and have supported the accounts of Snorri’s
activity and cultural roots. The same may be said about several
artefacts from the 12th and 13th centuries which have been
found by archaeological research in the beginning of the 21st
century. In the exhibition a number of fragments of objects found
during the excavation are displayed. These are testimony to the
cultured way of life of the inhabitants and their multinational
links. Everything is a sign of Snorri Sturluson’s European cultural
environment.
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Vigasar Magical carvings

Vigasarnir sem hér marka gattir syningarinnar um Snorra eru
gerdir i samraemi vid hefdbundin minni { myndlist midalda;
vinstra megin er hid klassiska yrkisefni um Sigurd Fafnisbana

i adalhlutverki en hagra megin eru kunnar handritalysingar
haféar ad fyrirmynd. I dyraumbiinad var mikid 7 lagt & storbylum
og kirkjum og pad ma vera til marks um pad ad i Noregi einum
eru vardveittir 8 annad hundrad umbinadir fra stafkirkjum og

er peirra gatt i séfnum og peim stafkirkjum sem enn standa.
Dyra- og plontuskraut eru aberandi i pessari list; bylgjandi
vafningsjurtir fylla oft flétinn & plonkunum, og smadrekar smeygja
sér @ myndflotinn. Stérir drekar og villidyr sem eta jafnvel menn,
fanga oft athyglina. betta myndefni er einkennandi fyrir evrépska
myndlist & pessum tima en drvinnslan og tdlkunin stendur rétfost
i norra@nni menningu. Snorri Sturluson segir fra barattu Sigurdar
vid orminn i Hattatali:

Ormi veitti Sigurdur sdr,

slikt var allt fyr lidid dr,
Ragnar pétti skatna skyrstur,
Skdali jarl er miklu dyrstur.



Heaegra megin i gaettinni eru kunnuglegar myndir fra atskurdum,
altaristoflum og handritalysingum: fra skirn barns, samningur
um hjénaband og fall Olafs helga (Flateyjarbék). Hugmyndin

ad vigaasunum var préud vid vinnslu pessarar syningar, og
eftirtaldir listamenn hafa komid ad gerd peirra: Sigridur
Kristinsdottir teiknadi, norski meistarinn Bjarte Aarseth skar Gt
og sunnlenski listmalarinn Hallur Karl Hinriksson litadi asana i
samrami vid fornar hefdir. Litaudgi listaverksins er einnig i godu
samrami vid midaldahefd.

The magical carvings seen here on the doorways of the
exhibition were made in accordance with traditional motifs found
in medieval art. The classic image of Sigurdur killing Fafnir is on
the left hand side, but on the right side, well known manuscript
illuminations have been used as a model. The doorframes were
highly prized in large farms and churches and, as proof of that,
over a hundred frames from stave churches have been preserved
in Norway alone and they are also preserved in museums and
those stave churches which still exist today. Animal and plant
ornamentation is prominent in this art-style: flowing vines
often fill the panels on the planks, and small dragons slide
around in the background of the picture. Large dragons and
wild animals, which even eat men, often capture attention. This
material is characteristic of European art at this time, but the
implementation and interpretation have their roots firmly in
Nordic culture. Snorri Sturluson tells of Sigurdur‘s battle with
the worm in Hattatal:

The worm Sigurdur offered wounds,

All such occurred in the distant past,
Ragnar was thought the sharpest of men,
Earl Skuli is the most splendid.

On the right hand side of the doorway are familiar images

from carvings, altarpieces and manuscript illuminations: from
the baptism of a child, a marriage-agreement and the fall of
Saint Olafur (Flateyjarbok). The idea for the magical carvings
was developed alongside the preparation of the exhibition

and following artists have come to work on them: Sigridur
Kristinsdottir designed them; the Norwegian master Bjarte
Aarseth carved them and the artist Hallur Karl Hinriksson, from
the south of the country, coloured the beams in accordance with
the old traditions. The richness of colour of the artwork is also in
harmony with medieval tradition.



1179

Faeddur Snorri Sturluson i Hvammi i Dolum
Snorri Sturluson born at Hvammur in the
Dalir district

8. juli 1181

Faerdur i fostur i Odda a Rangarvollum
Snorri is taken to be fostered at Oddi in
the South of Iceland

1199

Gengur i hjonaband med Herdisi
Bersadottur a Borg @ Myrum

Snorri marries Herdis Bersadottir at Borg,
in the Myrar district

Fra 1206
Reykholt, hofudbal skaldbondans
Reykholt becomes Snorri’s main home

1215-1218

Snorri logsogumadur a alpingi
Snorri is appointed Lawspeaker of
the Althing

1218-1220
Fyrri utanlandsferd Snorra
Snorri’s first visit to Norway



1220

Snorri kemur i veg fyrir strid milli islands
og Noregs — verdur lendur madur konungs
Snorri prevents war breaking out between
Iceland and Norway - He becomes the
King’s man

1224

Snorri hnytir bond vid Hallveigu Ormsdoéttur
sem verdur hisfreyja i Reykholti

Snorri enters into a relationship with
Hallveig Ormsdottir. She becomes mistress
of Reykholt

1226

Snorri stofnar klaustur i Videy

Snorri establishes a convent on the island
of Videy, near Reykjavik

1237

Bajarbardagi hadur um hagsmuni Snorra,
- sem vék undan

A battle concerning Snorri’s interests takes
place at Baer in Borgarfjordur. Snorri was
not present

1237-1239

Onnur utanlandsferdin. Snorri i skjéli Skiila
hertoga

Snorri’s second visit to Norway. He receives
the protection of Duke Skuli



1239
Skali hertogi gerir Snorra ad jarli
Duke Skuli makes Snorri an earl (jarl)

1239

Hakon konungur bannar Snorra islandsferd
King Hakon forbids Snorri from leaving
Norway and returning to Iceland

1241

Hallveig Ormsdottir hisfreyja deyr

i jalimanudi

Hallveig Ormsdottir, mistress of Reykholt,
dies in July

1241

Um haustid skipuleggur Gissur Porvaldsson
i umbodi konungs adfor ad Snorra Sturlu-
syni i Reykholti

In the autumn Gissur Thorvaldsson plans an
attack on Snorri at Reykholt at the behest
of the Norwegian King Hakon

23. september 1241
Eigi skal hoggva!
Thou shall not strike!



Styrktaradilar Sponsors

Snorrastofa pakkar hjalp og adstod vid uppsetningu syningarinnar.
Eftirtaldir adilar fa sérstakar pakkir fyrir studninginn.

Snorrastofa wishes to thank the help and aid given to set up the
exhibition. We give special thanks to the following supporters.

e Alpingi

» Borgarbyggd

* Norsk-islandsk kultursamarbeid

» JPV itgafa

* Menningarrad Vesturlands

» bjodhatidarsjodur

 Idnadarraduneytid og Ferdamalastofa,
Byggdaaxetlun 2006-2009

Opnunartimar Opening hours
Gestastofa Tourist reception
1.april til 30.september: 1 April to 30 September:
alla daga kl.10-18 every day 10-18
1.oktdber til 31. mars: 1 October to 31 March:
virka daga kl.10-17 weekdays 10-17

og eftir samkomulagi Also open on request

©Snorrastofa, jali 2017
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Simi Tel 0354 433 8000

www.snorrastofa.is
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